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T+wo others

who Were criminals were 1

came to the place of Skulls, a5 it was called, they crucifie
a5 well, one on his right, the vther on his left. Jesus said

oot know what they are doing.”
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THE FIRST MEDITATION: Matt 23: 32 - 34

ed along with him 10 be crucified. When they

d him there and the criminals
»Father, forgive them: they do
lling dice for them.
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l « a very long and very powerful documentary movie called
#*shoah,” the movie's director interviews some clder resi-
dents of 2 Polish town. This town was the [ocation of a con-
centration camp during World War II. The Jews of this town
and of many towns — 400,000 Jews in all —were brought
here and were systematically executed. The people inter-
. iewed were young then, but they remember when they

played and worked with Jews in the days before the war

And they remember how the Jews were penned up in the
village church and starved there until the gas vans took them
to their graves in the forest. The village people saw it all.
There have been no Jews in the village —where Jews had
lived for hundreds of years—since then. They speak about
those days and zbout the screaming they would hear. Life
has gone on.

Why did it happen? One woman racalls the scriptures they
have heard all their lives: “His blood be on us and on our
children.” Others nod.

The wrong thing to do would be to sneer at these people, at
thair use of the scriptures, at their willingness to waorship
weekly in a church which was in their own lifetimes the bru-
tal prison for adults and children condemned to die simply
for being Jews. Perhaps these people could have done some-
thing to stap it, but they were alsa without real power, ruled

and controlled by necupying forces.

\What should frighten us in this scene from “Shozsh” is that
Christians are still voicing Jewish guilt for the death of Christ.
This is what Christians were taught. Was such teaching the
cause or even the condition that allowed the Mazis to set up
whale systerms —the railroads, the camps, the theft and dis-
tribution of the jews' proparty —1o murder six million Jews
from all parts of Europe, from the tawns that had been their
hames for hundreds of years? Most Christians just watched,

Perhaps we should no longer read aloud those parts of the
seriptures which speak as if tha Jewish people were respon-
sible for Jesus’ death. The church has officially repudiated
this view.

Or if we do read them, we might read them on our knees.

We call these scriptures our own. They may mean some-
thing different for us than for any pravigus generation.
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THE SECOND MEDITATION: Matt 27: 45, 46

From noon onward, there was darkness over the W_holg 13.'51& gnﬁl mjdzﬂ&rnium:??e
toward midafternoon Jesus cried out in 2 loud veice:” El, eli, lema sabachthanll™:

' "My God, my God, why

have you forsaken me?”

He 0 ] 2A |25 2 el 052
S A A At
ElsA| TA] Zgol] sligAA 2A) A2
=] Fhepie olal e 2fot Ak
¥ O 3l o) = ko] shid,
%ﬂéﬁﬁh Astel L bt

o7} ke e

-5

N the presence of eyes
which witnessed the slaughter,
which saw the oppression
the heart could not bear,
And as witness the heart
that ance taught compassion
Until days came to pass
that crushed human feeling,
| have taken an oath: To remember it all,

_To remember. not once to forget! . R iR s sl A

Forget not one thing to the |ast generation

when degradation shall cease,

To the last, to its ending,

when the rod of instruction

shall have come to conclusion.

An oath: Not in vain passed over

the night of the terror.

An oath: No morring shall see me o zle] 95t 7L 7} wgfd
at flesh pots again. 53

An oath: Lest from this we learned nothing.
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THE THIRD MEDITATION: John 19: 25 - 27

Near the cross of Jesus that stood his rmother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wile of
Clopas, and Mary Magpdalene. Seeing his mother there with the disciple whom he loved,
Jesus said "Woman, behold your son.” Ip tura he said to the disciple. “There is your
mather.” From that hour ooward, the disciple tock her ioto his care.
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THE FOURTH MEDITATION: Luke 23: 35 - 43

One of the criminals hanging in crucifixion blasp
* But the other one reboked him:

Then save yourself and us.

God, seeing you are under the same sentence.
paying the price for what we'v
said, "Jasus,remembtr me W

e done, but this man has done nothing wrong.”
hen you enter upon your reign. And Jesus replied, "

"Aren't you the Messiah?
*Have you no fear of
We are only
Hea th*p :
I o

hemed him:

7 Ve deserve it, after all

assure you: this day you will be with me in paradise.”

T S -

ORD Jesus Christ, for the sake of thy holy cross,

be with me to shield me.

Lord Jesus Christ, by the memory of thy blessed cross,

be within me to Strengthen me.
Lord Jesus Christ, for the holy cross,
be ever round about me to protect me.

Lord Jesus Christ, for thy glorious cross,

- bo before me ta direct my steps.

Lord Jesus Christ, for thy adorable cross,

(@me thou after me to guard me.

Lord Jesus Christ, for thy cross, worthy of all pralse

overshadow me to bless me.
Lord Jesus Christ, for thy noble cross,

bethou in me to lead me to thy kingdom.
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THE FIFTH MEDITATION: JTohn 19: 25,23

thirsty."

After that, Jesus realizing that everything was now finisked, said
There was a jar there, full of commen wine. They stuck a sponge 50
on some hyssop and raised it to his lips. :
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We washed our bodies and we grew clean.

We purified our souls and grew quiet.

Death does not terrify us;

We go out to meet him,

We served our God while we were alive;

We shall know how to sanctify Him by our death,

We made a covenant in our hearts, all the Ninety Three:
Together we learned the Torah,

Together we will meet our end,

We read the psalms together,

We read and we felt relieved.

We confessed our sins together,

And steady grew our hearts,

MNow we fell well prepared and ready to breathe our last.

Now may the Unclean come to defile us; Col

"We are not afraid.

We will drink the cup of poison and perish in front of their eyes,
pure and undefiled, as is the Law with the daughters of Israel.

To mother Sarah we will come and lovingly clasp her knees:
Here we are!

We stood the test, the test of the binding of Issac!

Arise and pray for our people with us, for the nation of Israel.
Pity Oh merciful Father!

Oh pity the people who knew Thee!

For there is no more pity in man, !

Reveal Thy hidden kindness and save Thy downtrodden children;
Save and keep Thy world!

The hour of Neilah is come, and quiet grows our souls.

One more prayer we utter:
Brethren wherever you are,
say the Kaddish for us, for the Ninety Three daughters of Israel.

Warsaw.
Jewish girls strpped of everything

by the Gestapo are commanded

to prepare themselves

for the pleasure

of the Mazi soldiers.

Rather than submit to this,

they follow the path of the martyrs

who proceeded them.

They pour oot their hearts in a final prayer
and they swallow poison.

Mote: [ acknowledge with gratitude
the efforts of Selma Benjamin - _ ~
of Santa Monica, California,
wife of the artist, Alfred Benjamin,
who created the exhibit
on the Holocaust, from which this text
is taken. T first viewed the exhibit in
March, 2000 at the Los
Angeles Museum of the Holocaust.
The exhibit is currently at the Veterans
Administration Center, San Diego.
Mrs, Benjamin, had a friend who was
a teacher at a Jewish Girl's School in
Warsew who recounted this event.
“The Benjamin’s arc themselves survivors,

to fulfill the seripture, "I am
: aked in this wine
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When Jesus took the wine, he said, "Now it is finished.”

.. Thamas & Kempis
Fifteanth century

THE SIXTH MEDITATION: John 19:30
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l n the cross lies our salvation, our life; in the cross we have
a defense against our foes. In the cross we have a pouring-
in of heavenly sweetness, a strengthening of our minds and
spiritual joy. In the cross is the peak of virtue, the perfection
of holiness. There is no salvation for our souls, no hope of
life everlasting, but in the cross. Take up your cross, then,
and follow Jesus, and you will go into life that has no end.
He has gone ahead of you, bearing his own cross; on that
cross he has died for you, that you may bear your own Cross
and on that crass yearn to die. If you have died together with
_him, together with him you will have life; if you have shared
“his suffering, you will also share his glory.
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o d head, now '-'\I'Du"l:ied
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1. O sa - cred Head, now -wound - ed, With grief =and shame welghed dawn,
3. What ‘Thou, my Lord, hast suf - fered Was all for sin - mers' gain:
3, What lan - puage shall 1 ha - rew To thank oe, dear - est Friend,
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Mow seoro- ful= ly gur- round - ed With thorns, Thine on - I CTOWR;
Mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, But  Thine the  dead - Iy waing
For . thig eThy. dy - Ing,  ser -  row, Thy ptl - with - out end? -
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How = pale Thou art with  2n = guish, With sore a- buse znd scorn !
Lo, here I °- [all, my Sav - jour %' Tis 1 de- serve Thy . place;
o mzke me Thinelor -  ev er, &nd should 1 [zint - Ing be,
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How ducs that vis - age .Jan - puishWhich once was bright as . morn!
Look: on me with Thy ta - vor, Vough - szfe to me ~Thy grace
Look, let me nev- er, -.ev - er Out = livee my love to Thee. A-men
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THE SEVENTH MEDITATION: Luke 23: 44 - 46-

It was now around midday, and darkness came OVEr the whole land until midafiernoon with ;Lu :
eclipse of the sun. The curtain in the sanctuary was torn in two. Jesus uttered a loud cry and
said, "Father into your hands I commend my spirit” After he said this, he expired.
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1anD gentle in my words. It was
The Friday of roses. And there was a rose
Singing the red song of your blossom.

. Gentle in my words. | saw the darkness
Tremble. | heard the darkness singing.

When | came to the rose, there was Tell you, darkness was pierced by the rose
Gethsemane. When | came to Gethsemane Which vanished in a sun. Tell you, it was
There was the rose. Stand gentle in my words. A sun of glory the singing rose was
It was the Friday of Golgotha, the place Saying. From the rose to the woman.
Of skull. © cross of petals— From the woman to the man. From the man
O crossed petals— To the sun. From the sun to the earth,
. Stand gentle in my-words, For | thought _ Beasts, and all creeping | things. To the waters
It was the rose of crucifixion, till | knew Divided. To the light created. And the' singing " s T
It was the rose of resurrection. Stand Rose sang in the lap of Mary. Darkness
Gentle in my words. Saying | saw Sang to the light and the kiss of love was peace.

The things of the world drop their skins.

Saying | saw white wings swanning in

Endless flocks of white. Saying | saw

The earth like a white lamb walking

Beside the mother ewe. Saying | heard

The nations like a lost calf bawling Wilkred \Watson
Far the mud flanks of the cow. Stand
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N ATURE with open volume stands,

To spread its maker’s praise abroad;
And ev'ry labor of his hands

Shows something worthy of our God.

But in the grace that rescued us

His brightest form of glory shines;
"Tis fairest drawn upon the cross

In precious blood and crimson lines.

Here his whole name appears complete.

Mot wit can guess, nor reason prove,

which of the letters best is writ, snar Wit

The pow'r, the wisdom, or the love. bighteenth cantury
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1.When I sur-vey the won-drous cross Cnwhich the Prince of glo-ry
2.For -bid it Lord, that I should boast Save in the desth of Christ. my_ God :
3.5ee, fromr His head, His hands, His
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died,

feets Sor - row and ]r:we flow min - gled down ;

- . My .1']4:‘1' est gain .1

= ture mine Thatwerea pres- ent far toosmall;
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count  but loss, ..ﬂ.nd pourcon - tempt on  all my pride.
.»UJ the vain things the.t charm memost. |

sac - ri-fice them to rlis blood.

Did e'er such love and sor - row meet, Or thorns com - pose 50 rich 2 crown ?
‘ Loveso 2-mat' - ing 50 di-vine, De- mands my soul my life, my all. A - men.
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